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Palestinian civil society calls on Utrecht to uphold international law 

Occupied Palestine, October 2012 - The Palestinian Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions National Committee, the largest Palestinian civil society coalition, calls upon the Utrecht municipality to exclude OV Region Utrecht from participating in its on-going public transport tender in Utrecht due to the deep complicity of its parent company Veolia Environment with grave Israeli violations of international law. 

Veolia Environment companies are centrally involved in the Jerusalem Light Rail, which while disguised as a municipal infrastructure project is designed to serve the needs of the approximately 200,000 illegal Jewish settlers who reside within and around occupied East Jerusalem, reinforcing the unlawful Israeli annexation of Jerusalem and facilitating plans for further colonial expansion.[1] In addition, Veolia companies operate waste collection, sewage treatment and bus services for illegal Israeli colonies in occupied Palestinian territory.[2] Despite its attempts to mislead the public and its customers, Veolia remains an active and willing accomplice to Israel’s illegal colonisation of occupied Palestinian territory. 
Public authorities across Europe have acted within the law and taken the decision to exclude Veolia from public contracts and many European banks have divested from the company because of its deep involvement with Israeli violations of international law. 

We call upon the city of Utrecht to take a stand for corporate responsibility and for the rule of international law by excluding any Veolia company from participating in public tenders until such time as it no longer provides services in support of Israeli violations of international law. 

BNC Secretariat
[1]http://www.ccdprj.ps/new/pdfs/book%20the%20jerusalem%20light%20rail.pdf
[2] http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/adri-nieuwhof/palestinian-dutch-groups-tell-hague-dont-give-contract-israel-settlement
http://www.whoprofits.org/company/veolia-environnement
[3] http://www.bdsmovement.net/call

